
Target Audience 
This conference will benefit HTW, behavioral health and victim 
service providers, law enforcement, health care professionals 
(physicians, nurses, advanced clinical practitioners, physician 
assistants, social workers, nurse practitioners), educators, 
community organizers, human service workers, court personnel, 
therapists, addiction and recovery specialists, and students.

Conference contacts
	 Carol Jackson  |  989.775.4801
	 Magistrate, Saginaw Chippewa Tribal Court

	 April Osburn  |  989.774.7107
	 Executive Director, Mid Central Area Health Education Center, and 

CMU College of Medicine

	 Inquiries: midcentralahec@cmich.edu

Accreditation
This activity has been planned and implemented in accordance with the 
accreditation requirements and policies of the Accreditation Council for 
Continuing Medical Education (ACCME) through the joint providership 
of Central Michigan University College of Medicine and Mid Central 
Area Health Education Center. CMU College of Medicine is accredited 
by the ACCME to provide continuing medical education for physicians. 

Central Michigan University College of Medicine designates this 
live activity for a maximum of 7.25 AMA PRA Category 1 CreditsTM. 
Physicians should claim only the credit commensurate with the extent of 
their participation in the activity.

The Central Michigan University Social Work Program, an accredited 
social work education program, is authorized by the Michigan Licensure 
Law Administrative Rule 338.2965 to award Michigan social work 
continuing education contact hours. For this program, 5 CE hours of 
live training will be awarded for the entire first day and 3 CE hours for 
the entire second day up to a maximum of 8 CE hours for the full event.

Michigan Certification Board for Addiction Professionals a wards 
contact hours of education for those who participate in the conference. 
Please use the chart below to determine whether the content is specific (S) 
or related (R) and be sure to indicate that on the materials and certificate.

Presented by the Bureau of Indian Affairs 
and the Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe

Oct. 28 & 29, 2024
Soaring Eagle Casino & Resort 

Mount Pleasant, Mich.

The Bureau of Indian Affairs’ mission is to enhance the quality 
of life, to promote economic opportunity, and to carry out 
the responsibility to protect and improve the trust assets of 
American Indians, Indian tribes, and Alaskan Natives.

Brought to you by the Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe and 
the Central and Western Area Health Education Center

Disclosures: The planners and speakers have no relevant financial 
relationships with ineligible companies to disclose. 

Title S/R

“I am what you call me” Combating SUD Stigma S
Taking Action / Saving lives – The complex interactions of 
PTSD, Pain, Insomnia and Opioid/Alcohol/Cannabis Abuse S

Awareness – Advanced Cultural Diversity with Substance 
Abuse Treatment S

Saving Lives / Awareness – Recovery Capital: The Stuff of Recovery S
Taking Action – Suicide Let’s talk about “It” R
Saving Lives – Panel Discussion S
Awareness – “Addiction is a Family Disease” S
Taking Action – Tribal Opioid Settlement Dollars Update S
Peer 360 Recovery Alliance – Recovery on the Rez 
“All Recovery. All Pathways. All Together. “ S

The Effects of the Opioid Crisis on Families and 
What You can Do about it! S

Saving Lives – Overdose Strategy Team S
Awareness – “State Opioid Lawsuit Settlements: 
Where are We Now and Where Do We Go From Here?” S

Taking Action – Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe Supportive 
Housing and Native Foods R

Conference Keynote Speakers

Alex Elswick 
Ph.D.

Cara Poland
M.D., M.Ed. 

Brian L. Meyer
Ph.D., LCP

Objectives  
•	 While the previous conferences focused on education, 

information and knowledge building, action steps for new 
and innovative methods of grassroots community-based 
treatment, development of new access points, community 
participation in native healing therapies, and emphasized 
early prevention and intervention for youth, this conference 
will focus on Raising Awareness, Tacking Action, and Saving 
Lives for individuals and families who suffer from addiction.

•	 Participants will discuss a variety of issues related to the opioid 
crisis, such as the principles that oversee the implementation of 
a trauma, stigma and substance misusage techniques. How to 
respond to behavior that motivates positive changes, and why 
professionals in health care, courts, social services, educators, 
human services, local and surrounding communities become 
more pro-active in the care of individuals suffering from 
substance misusage and addiction.

•	 This conference will explore the importance of culture and 
its impact on abstinence rates including an examination of 
examples of therapeutic models in correlation to cultural 
components. Through participation in this conference, 
clinicians and audience members will develop awareness of 
personal bias, understanding of minority groups' unique 
identities, and opportunities to navigate trough challenges. 
Participants will gain confidence in their treatment 
approaches and practices in opioid related conditions and 
further knowledge and understanding when working with 
minorities. The conference will provide education on how to 
prevent suicide through education, advocacy, connection to 
resources, and support for those impacted by suicide.



Conference Agenda
*Information subject to change

Monday, Oct. 28, 2024
7:30 – 8:30 AM | Entertainment Hall
•	 Registration & Breakfast

8:30 – 9:00 AM | Entertainment Hall
•	 Grand Entry and Flag Song
•	 Prayer  - Tribal Chaplain 

•	 Welcome and Opening Remarks  - SCIT Tribal 
Chief and Erik Rodriguez, SCIT Public Relations

9:00 – 10:20 AM | Entertainment Hall
•	 Keynote Speaker - Alex Elswick, Ph.D.
	 “I am what you call me”: Combatting SUD Stigma 

10:20 – 11:00 AM | Entertainment Hall
•	 Break/Vendor Viewing 

11:00 AM – 12:00 PM | Ballrooms 
Breakout Sessions (Workshop-based sessions)

A.	 Taking Action/Saving Lives: The Complex 
Interactions of PTSD, Pain, Insomnia, and 
Opioid/Alcohol/Cannabis Abuse
-	 Brian L. Meyer, Ph.D., LCP	 		

(Black River and Swan Creek Rooms)

Tuesday, Oct. 29, 2024
7:30 – 8:30 AM | Entertainment Hall
•	 Breakfast & Registration

8:30 – 9:30 AM | Entertainment Hall
•	 Keynote Speaker - Brian L. Meyer, Ph.D., LCP
	 The Effects of the Opioid Crisis on Families and What 

You Can Do About It!

9:30 – 9:45 AM | Entertainment Hall
•	 Break

9:45 – 10:45 AM | Ballrooms 
Breakout Sessions (Workshop-based sessions)

A.	 Saving Lives: Overdose Strategy Team 
(Michigan Hi-Intensity Drug Trafficking Areas 
& the CDC)
-	 Bob Kerr, Retired Deputy Chief Police Officer
-	 Emily Godfrey, MPH (Black River Room)

B.	 Awareness: “State Opioid Lawsuit 
Settlements: Where are We Now and Where 
Do We Go from Here?”
-	 Sarah Bannon, FACHE, LMSW, ACSE, SSGB, 

Lakeview Consultants  (Swan Creek Room)

C.	 Taking Action: Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe 
Supportive Housing & Native Foods  
-	 Sam Anglin, Permanent Supportive Housing 

Coordinator (Saginaw Room)

10:45 – 11:00 AM | Entertainment Hall
•	 Break

11:00 – 12:00 PM | Entertainment Hall
•	 Keynote Speaker: Tricia Tingle, J.D., Associate 

Director, Bureau of Indian Affairs

12:00 – 12:45 PM | Entertainment Hall
•	 Closing Ceremony 

B.	 Awareness: Advanced Cultural Diversity with 
Substance Abuse Treatment
-	 Patrick McCoy, M.A., B.S., CDC (Saginaw Room)

12:00 PM – 1:00 PM | Entertainment Hall
•	 Lunch is served
•	 Ty Defoe, Hoop Dancer, Grammy Winning 

Interdisciplinary Artist and Writer

1:00 – 2:00 PM | Entertainment Hall
•	 Keynote Speaker - Cara Poland, M.D., M.Ed. 
	 History of SUD Treatment & Challenges 

2:00 – 2:30 PM | Entertainment Hall
•	 Break/Vendor Viewing

2:30 – 3:30 PM | Ballrooms 
Breakout Sessions (Workshop-based sessions)

A.	 Saving Lives/Awareness: Recovery Capital – 
The Stuff of Recovery
-	 Alex Elswick, Ph.D.	 			 

(Black River and Swan Creek Rooms)

B.	 Taking Action: Suicide: Let’s Talk About “It”
-	 Barb Smith, Executive Director, 		

Suicide Prevention Network 				  
(Saginaw Room)

3:30 – 3:45 PM | Entertainment Hall
•	 Break

3:45 – 4:45 PM | Ballrooms 
Breakout Sessions (Workshop-based sessions)

A.	 Saving Live: Panel Discussion
-	 Barry Kissoondial, MD
-	 John Pattison, NP with Nimkee Memorial MAT 

Clinic, and Emergency Medicine
-	 Seirra Harns, DNP, FNP-BC, Nimkee Memorial 

Wellness Center
-	 Dr. Belinda Kakos,  MyMichigan Medical 	

Center-Saginaw
	 (Black River Room)

B.	 Awareness: “Addiction Is A Family Disease”
-	 Lori Ziolkowski, MBA, Face Addiction Now	

(Swan Creek Room)

C.	 Taking Action: Tribal Opioid Settlement 
Dollars Update
-	 Jamie Stuck, President, United Tribes of Michigan 

(Saginaw Room)

4:45 – 5:00 PM | Entertainment Hall
•	 Break/Return to Entertainment Hall

5:00 – 5:45 PM | Entertainment Hall
•	 Networking/Vendor Viewing
•	 Vendor Gift Giveaways
•	 Hors D’oeuvres & Refreshments

6:00 – 7:30 PM | Ojibway Room
•	 PEER 360 Recovery Alliance Presents: Recovery 

On The Rez –  “All Recovery. All Pathways. 	
All Together.” (Saginaw Room)

The theme of the 1 1/2 day Opioid Summit will 
feature presentations/breakouts focused on the co-
occurring issues of legal and illegal substance use 
and abuse that create moderate to severe substance 
abuse disorders in individuals who appear before the 
court. The training will cover the basic principles that 
govern an individual’s response to punishment, the 
responses to behavior that motivates positive changes 
that reduce recidivism, as well as why judges and court 
personnel should care about the science of substance 
use disorders.

Bringing together leading legal, medical, public 
health, and community resource leaders focused on 
action steps for new and innovative methods of grass 
roots community-based treatment, with the emphasis 
or prevention, intervention and treatment for families 
and communities.


